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Rother District Council             Agenda Item: 3 
 
Report to  - Council 

Date  -  15 October 2018 

Report of the  - Cabinet  

Subject  - References from Cabinet Meeting 
 

 
The Council is asked to consider the recommendations arising from the Cabinet 
meeting held on 1 October as set out below. 
 

 
CABINET – 1 October 2018 
 
CB18/26. DEVELOPMENT AND SITE ALLOCATIONS LOCAL PLAN –  
  PROPOSED SUBMISSION  
   

Cabinet received and considered the report of the Executive Director 
on the revised Development and Site Allocations (DaSA) Local Plan.  
The DaSA had been prepared in general conformity with the strategic 
policies for the district as set out in the Rother Core Strategy Local 
Plan (RCSLP), which had been adopted in September 2014.  The Core 
Strategy (CS) was effectively “Part 1” of the RCSLP, with a recognised 
need to be supplemented by the DaSA, as “Part 2” which identified the 
sites required to meet the development provisions of the CS, as well as 
set out more detailed development management policies up to 2028. 
 

The aim of the DaSA was to identify sufficient sites to meet the CS’s 
housing targets and to update development boundaries accordingly.  
The responsibility of identifying sites was now shared between the 
DaSA Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans (NPs) that had been or 
were being prepared across the district.  Two NPs were made 
(Salehurst & Robertsbridge and Sedlescombe) and three (Crowhurst, 
Rye and Ticehurst) were expected to be submitted later this year.  
Three were currently under preparation which were not covered by the 
draft DaSA regarding identified housing sites.  The DaSA continued to 
include allocations at Hurst Green and Peasmarsh; Hurst Green had 
been designated as a ‘neighbourhood area’ and it was noted 
Peasmarsh also intended to apply for this status.  There was 
insufficient time to prepare a new NP against current housing targets, 
while the DaSA had already carefully considered and consulted upon 
options in these areas.  A significant contextual change was the recent 
publication of the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
in July 2018.  The NPPF stated that Local Plans submitted before 24 
January 2019 would be examined on the basis of the previous version. 
 

The DaSA had firstly been prepared as an ‘Options and Preferred 
Options’ version and was subject to a 10-week consultation period in 
late 2016/early 2017 enabling local residents, businesses and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to comment before the current Plan, as 
appended at Appendix 2 to the report, was finalised.  There were two 
substantive parts set out as Part A ‘Development Policies’ and Part B 
‘Site Allocations’ respectively.  With the exception of access standards 
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for new dwellings, the form of policies within the final Plan was not 
significantly different from ‘Preferred Options’ previously indicated, 
although in other cases policy options had been refined into proposed 
policies.  Members noted that a number of draft site allocations had not 
been carried forward, as a result of planning permission being granted 
during the intervening period. 
 

Part A consisted of a range of topic-based policies including renewable 
energy developments, affordable housing, access standards, custom 
and self-build housing. 
 

Part B was structured by settlement and identified the housing 
requirements for every town and village where further allocations were 
required; these provided the basis of proposals being made in the 
DaSA and the NPs.  The site allocations identified by the DaSA 
indicated that 1,632 homes would be delivered over a 10-year period 
from 2018-2028.  NPs were expected to bring forward at least a further 
784 new home dwellings over the same period.  The largest allocation 
in the Plan related to 530 dwellings on land at North Bexhill, which 
included green space areas.  Additional sites / provisions identified in 
the Plan included the redundant Northeye Training Camp, a medium-
sized retail provision at the southern end of Beeching Road, Bexhill, 
several village allocations and Gypsy and Traveller housing. 
 

The Sustainability Appraisal (SA), the non-technical summary of which 
was appended to the report as Appendix 1 had been updated.  The SA 
assessed all policies and site allocations against agreed sustainability 
objectives which were also subject to public consultation.  It was noted 
that the following tasks had also been undertaken as follows: a 
Habitats Regulations Assessment, a Sustainable Access and 
Recreation Management Strategy for the Dungeness Complex of sites, 
and individual assessments of the impact on Pevensey Levels, Lewes 
Down and Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation.  Members 
were advised that no adverse effects had been found. 
 

Subject to Cabinet and full Council approval at the additional meeting 
called on 15 October 2018, the DaSA and supporting documents would 
be published for a six week consultation period from 26 October to 7 
December 2018.  Representations received would be collated and 
forwarded to the Secretary of State through the Planning Inspectorate, 
followed by a public examination by an independent Planning Inspector 
which would test the DaSA against national tests of ‘soundness’, and 
determine whether the Council could proceed to adopt the Local Plan.  
 

Cabinet recommended approval of the Proposed Submission version 
of the DaSA with related Policies Map and were pleased that the 
document was well written and easy to digest.  It was also agreed that 
the SA and other supporting documents be published for a six week 
period for representations and subsequent submission to the Secretary 
of State with delegated authority granted to the Executive Director to 
make non-substantive, including presentational alterations, if required. 
 

The Leader of the Council thanked officers for all their hard work in 
progressing the DaSA thus far.  Members were reminded that a 
Members’ briefing session had been arranged to take place on Friday 5 
October for individual consultations from 9am together with a group 
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discussion at 11am.  This session would inform Members’ 
consideration at full Council.  
 

RECOMMENDED: That:  
 

1) the Proposed Submission version of the Development and Site 
Allocations Local Plan and the related Policies Map, as presented 
at Appendix 2 to the report, be approved; and 

 

2) the Proposed Submission Development and Site Allocations Local 
Plan, the Sustainability Appraisal and other supporting documents 
be published alongside the Local Plan for a six week period for 
representations and subsequent submission to the Secretary of 
State, with the Executive Director having delegated authority to 
make non-substantive, including presentational, alterations.   

 
(Cabinet Agenda Item 7.1) 

 

 
CB18/27. ACCELERATING DELIVERY OF HOUSING AT BLACKFRIARS,  
  BATTLE 
  

Consideration was given to the report of the Executive Director 
concerning the delivery of housing at Blackfriars, Battle.  The 
Blackfriars site in Battle had been identified in the Council’s local 
planning documents and Corporate Plan as a site for residential 
development.  A map of the 40 acre site was appended to the report at 
Appendix 1 which highlighted the parcels of land owned by the Council 
as well as other private owners.  Development of the site had proved 
problematic over the years due to valuation issues, complex ground 
conditions and the requirement for expensive infrastructure 
modifications.  
 

In February 2018, the Council was provisionally awarded £3.25m of 
Housing Infrastructure Funding (HIF) towards development.  In order to 
access funding, Homes England (HE) requested that the scheme be 
progressed to ensure delivery.  Therefore the Council was now 
required to lead on facilitating pre-development work, including the 
delivery of the road infrastructure.   
 

A Memorandum of Understanding had been mutually agreed with the 
landowners to progress the site and a range of ecology surveys 
completed including an Environmental Impact and Transport 
Assessment.  To release the HIF funding it was important to 
demonstrate to HE sufficient progress and therefore a full planning 
application would need to be submitted and it was anticipated that this 
would be in early 2019.  A number of tasks would need to be 
undertaken including a master planning exercise, surveys, acquisitions, 
infrastructure etc. which required an anticipated budget of 
approximately £1m, which required full Council approval.  This 
expenditure would be offset against the HIF funding or developer 
contributions, if there was a shortfall in HIF funding.  Cabinet was 
pleased to support the recommendations to progress likely 
development of this site, which had been in the pipeline for some 
considerable time. 
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RECOMMENDED: That 
 

1) the Executive Director be granted delegated authority with a budget 
of up to £1m to complete the necessary Masterplan, surveys, 
acquisitions, works, and applications where necessary, for 
facilitating the delivery of the site, inclusive of neighbourhood road 
and the Capital Programme be amended accordingly; 

 

Cabinet also RESOLVED: That:  
 

2) the Council leads on the creation of a masterplan for the whole site 
for Blackfriars, including the submission of relevant planning 
applications; and 

 

3) the approach outlined in the report to progress the Blackfriars 
Housing Site be approved. 

 

(Cabinet Agenda Item 7.2) 
 
 
 
Councillor C.R. Maynard 
Leader of the Council 


